
Summary table



                       a) Purity 
     Name                Grit                    grain   

b) Recommended     
    steels

  Abrasive c) Abrasive     
    surface

Abrasive 
thickness

 Wear No. Go to 
product

Norton® India Oilstone,  
Bench Stone, Coarse

370 low all steels
aluminium 

oxide
203 x 51  

mm
25 mm medium 711051

Arkansas Bench Stone, Soft, 
205 x 50 x 13 mm

400-600 - all steels natural stone
205 x 50  

mm
13 mm low 711570

Norton® India Oilstone,  
Bench Stone, Fine

600 low all steels
aluminium 

oxide
203 x 51  

mm
25 mm medium 711052

Arkansas Bench Stone, Hard 800-1000 - all steels natural stone
205 x 50  

mm
13 mm low 711571

Kunsuto® Sharpening Oilstone 2000 medium all steels
aluminium 

oxide
200 x 50  

mm
25 mm medium 711195

Arkansas Bench Stone, Hard 
Black, 205 x 50 x 13 mm

2000-3000 - all steels natural stone
205 x 50  

mm
13 mm low 711572
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Summary table »Sharpening Devices« - explanatory notes:
 
(1) SHAPING STONES 
Coarse-grained stones for abrading large 
amounts of material, e.g. for repairing nicks 
and chips, and changing the bevel angle.

(2) SHARPENING STONES 
Medium-grit stones for sharpening  
blunt edges.

(3) HONING STONES 
Fine-grit stones for honing after  
sharpening. 

(4) POLISHING STONES
Ultra-fine-grained stones for honing  
and polishing. 

a) PURITY OF THE GRAIN
The more even (pure) the grain,  
the better the sharpening result.  
A mixed or impure grain will always  
result in less effective abrasion.
 
b) RECOMMENDED STEELS
Low-alloy carbon steels:

 
• Japanese chisels and plane blades
• Knives with core layers of White  
 and Blue Paper Steel
• Axes and hatchets 
• DICTUM® carving tools

High-alloy tool steels: 
• Western chisels and plane blades
• Knives with a core layer of powder  
 metallurgy steels or rustproof steels  
 e.g. VG-10 steel
• Pfeil® carving tools

 
c) ABRASIVE SURFACE
The abrasive surface should always fit the 
size of the tool to be sharpened although 
generally speaking: the larger the better.
 
 

To get started,  
we recommend  
one sharpening 
stone and one 
honing stone or a 
combination stone

https://www.dictum.com/search?sSearch=711051
https://www.dictum.com/search?sSearch=711570
https://www.dictum.com/search?sSearch=711052
https://www.dictum.com/search?sSearch=711571
https://www.dictum.com/search?sSearch=711195
https://www.dictum.com/search?sSearch=711572


                       a) Purity 
     Name                Grit                    grain   

b) Recommended     
    steels

  Abrasive c) Abrasive     
    surface

Abrasive 
thickness

 Wear No. Go to 
product

Kunsuto® Honing Oilstone 4000 - all steels
aluminium 

oxide
200 x 50 

mm
25 mm - 711196

Arkansas Bench Stone,  
Surgical Black

4000-6000 - all steels natural stone
205 x 50 

mm
13 mm low 711573

Arkansas Bench Stone, Black 
Translucent, 150 x 48 x 20 mm

6000-8000 - all steels natural stone
150 x 48 

mm
20 mm low 705258

Arkansas Bench Stone,  
Black Translucent

6000-8000 - all steels natural stone
200 x 48 

mm
20 mm low 705250

Arkansas Bench Stone,  
Translucent

8000-10 000 - all steels natural stone
205 x 50 

mm
13 mm low 711574

Kunsuto® Combination Oilstone, 
Grit 2000/4000

2000/4000 medium all steels
aluminium 

oxide
200 x 50 

mm
25 mm medium 711197

Missarka® Combination Stone, 
Grit 150/1200

JIS 
150/1200

medium
high-alloy tool 

steels
silicon 
carbide

200 x 60 
mm

25 mm high 711307

Missarka® Combination Stone, 
Grit 1200/4000

JIS 
1200/4000

medium
high-alloy tool 

steels
white alu- 

minium oxide
200 x 60 

mm
25 mm medium 711306

Norton® India Combination 
Oilstone, Coarse/Fine

220/1000 high all steels
white alu- 

minium oxide
203 x 51 

mm
25 mm medium 711053
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